[Tuberculous pseudotumour, a challenging diagnosis].
The pseudotumorous form of tuberculosis is a rare entity. Whatever its location, it can simulate neoplasia by its radiological and/or endoscopic appearances. We highlight the diagnostic difficulties associated with this type of presentation. We performed a retrospective study of inpatient records from 2003 to 2016 in the pneumology department of La Rabta Hospital to identify cases of thoracic tuberculous pseudo-tumor. Seventeen patients were identified. The median age was 41 years and their symptomatology was dominated by cough and general debility. All had abnormal radiology with 10 cases of suspect lesions. Fibre-optic bronchoscopy revealed endobronchial abnormalities in 11 cases. The median overall diagnostic delay was 97 days. The diagnosis was confirmed bacteriologically in five cases, histologically in 14 cases and based on clinical presumption in one case. The progression was favourable: 13 patients have been declared cured and four patients are still undergoing treatment. Making a positive diagnosis of thoracic tuberculous pseudotumour can be difficult, as bacteriological samples are often negative. This can lead to a significant delay in diagnosis and treatment.